
FMS Fifth Grade Summer Reading Project 

We are so excited for your student to be joining us at Fayetteville Middle School later this year. 
Over the summer, students will have the opportunity to earn extra credit points on their first 9 weeks 
average by completing the summer reading project. The book that students will be reading is Bud, Not 
Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis. There will be two parts to the assignment. For part A, students will 
choose three of the six short answer questions to answer in at least three complete sentences on a sheet 
of notebook paper. For part B, students will pick one project to complete to show their overall 
comprehension of the novel. Students will need to turn in this project by the second Friday of the 
2020-2021 school year. 

Part A: (choose three and answer in at least three complete sentences) 
1. After being beaten up and forced to sleep in a shed in his new foster home,

ten-year-old Bud decides to go "on the lam." He runs away from the foster home and

from the orphanage where he'd lived before going to the home. During the

depression, many children were forced to travel by themselves. Think about Bud's

experiences in the library, the bread line, and in Hooverville. Do you think he was

luckier than most children on their own? Why or why not?

2. What are Hoovervilles and how did they get that name? Describe the living

conditions. Who lived in these “towns”? Why were there Hoovervilles all over the

United States at this time?

3. Explain why Bud does not want anyone calling him “Buddy.”

4. Give one reason why you think Herman E. Calloway was so mean. Give evidence

from the story to support your answer.

5. Bud has a vivid imagination. Give three examples of how Bud’s imagination either

made him more afraid than he needed to be, or helped him feel better.

6. Bud's story takes place during the 1930s, when orphanages were still common and

lots of children and families had lost everything due to the Great Depression. How

do you think life would be different for Bud if he was growing up today?

AND 

Part B: (choose one project to complete) 

1. Create a timeline of the important events (choose at least 10 events) from the novel

using a poster board. Be sure to include dates, pictures, and an explanation for each

event. This can be done on poster board or in google slides and shared with me at

bryant@fcsboe.org

2. Create a photo collage of a character in Bud, Not Buddy. You will need to choose 15

pictures and explain the connections the photos have with your character. You can

do this on a piece of poster board or you can use Google Slides. If you choose

Google Slides share with me at bryant@fcsboe.org.
3. Create your own list of rules just like Bud Caldwell’s Rules and Things for Having a

Funner Life and Making a Better Liar out of Yourself.  You need to have a minimum of

10 rules. There needs to be an explanation with each rule as to why it is important.

This can be done on notebook paper or on Google Slides. If you choose Google Slides

share with me at bryant@fcsboe.org.
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